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dogma, an historical fact, that it was so. Henceforward
human emancipation was the work of the proletariat, and
of the industrial proletariat in particular, acting through its
leaders and its political party. And in their turn the party
leaders became the trustees of the general interest and
identified themselves with its progress and its demands.
To look back and see if the sanctity of the apostolic succession
had survived so many stages was pointless. There resulted
a sectarian frame of mind dominated by a theological hatred
of all who refused to recognize the divine quality of their
mandate. So at the decisive moments in the Italian crisis
the communists were fiercely opposed to a e united front',
which they had never seriously or loyally supported.
The ideas and behaviour of the communists over the
alliance of the proletariat with other social classes were
characterized by the same sort of trickery. These were
used as mere pawns in a strategy which was carried on over
their heads. The alliance was not conceived of as depending
on a common principle to which the proletariat and its
allies were bound in equal measure. On the contrary
4 partial demands ' were discussed, for the sake of an agree-
ment that was only provisional and involved no deep or
lasting obligations. While all goes well such differences
pass unnoticed, but when the pace slackens the other classes
begin to take notice and to claim their independence.
This is what happened in Italy.
The alliance was founded on a very impermanent com-
munity of interests, and not on a desire for emancipation,
which alone could have made it worth while or durable, and
it ended not in mere disruption but in actual conflict. For
the middle classes fell easy victims to manoeuvres aimed at
turning them against the proletariat. Fascism gave them
an ideology which flattered their worst instincts by allowing
them to believe that they were playing an independent
and decisive part. The tf arbitration' of the middle class
between capitalists and workers was set up against the
c hegemony 5 of the proletariat. One conception displaced
another and the human raw material of the e revolution'
was sacrificed to it.